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Christmas Party 


Wednesday, December 13th 
6:30 pm 
Zio Fraedo’s Restaurant 
Pleasant Hill 


There will be no regular MDARC 
membership meeting in December. 
Instead, we will be holding our an- 
nual Christmas Party on Wednesday, 
December 13, at Zio Fraedo’s Ital- 
ian Restaurant. It will feature a tur- 
key or ham dinner with all the trim- 
mings, a visit from Santa Claus, holi- 
day singing, and presentation of the 
Ham of the Year, and the Kilroy Key 
awards, plus a couple of other 
recognitions for deserving club 
members. 


An “attitude adjustment” period 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and dinner 
will be served promptly at 7:30 p.m. 


W6CX 


Larry’s Lines 
by Larry Gansz, KB2GV 


loha from Hawaii. I could 
tell you I’m here basking in 
the sun, actually I haven’t 


seen the sun in three days, and they’re 
making me work. A note on part of our 
Pacific Division: the 50th state with a 
population of about 1.1 million has 
around 3,200 hams and some fifty 2 
meter and forty 70 cm repeaters. OK, 
enough about geography, although 
someone did say you could learn about 
the world with amateur radio, onward 
to the holiday dinner and the season’s 
festivities. 


While looking forward to the new 
year, take a moment to reflect on the year 
past. Say thanks to those who helped, 
and pay tribute to those we won’t for- 
get. Then lend a helping hand to some- 
one in need. Strive to improve our world 
and ourselves, and have the courage to 
change what we can. 


We are creating some new commit- 
tees and rejuvenating others. George, 
WB6O0FH, moves on to “Official 
Greater” and Robert “Mac” McIntyre 
takes over refreshments. A bylaw com- 
mittee begins work in January. The RFI 
committee (yes, we’re getting calls for 
help) needs a new life. We’ve gotten rec- 
ommendations to form a committee to 
assist hams and communities on antenna 
restrictions. I know, there are plenty 
more, but enough overload for now. If 
you have ideas or want to work on any 
of these programs, please let us know. 
All of these functions help our club sup- 
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port the traditions and spirit of amateur 
radio. 

Happy holidays, and thanks for your 
support. Be proud of your accomplish- 
ments and let’s continue to move for- 
ward. 73, see ya on the alr. 

-Larry, KB2GV/KH6 


MDARC Election Results 


The annual MDARC elections con- 
cluded at the November general mem- 
bership meeting. The Nominating Com- 
mittee counted the ballots and an- 
nounced the following results: 


President Larry Gansz, KB2GV 
VP Ignacio Huerta, AC6NY 
Bruce Croskey, AHOU 
‘Treasurer Greg Estep, KE6TVA 
EC Sam Lipson, KO6JR 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX 


Secretary 


Director 
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The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Di- 
ablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of 
the editor to publish all material submitted by the mem- 
bership provided such material is in good taste, relevant 
to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, 
and space is available. 


All material must be submitted to the editor by the first 
of day of the month of publication. Material is accepted 
on a first-in, first-out basis. Articles and other material 
may be submitted via Internet email to jerry @isi.com 
(preferred), via packet to NJ6A-1 on 145.05 or 
NJ6A @KD4CVR.#NOCAL.USA.NA, or delivered to the 
editor at the address listed below. Material will be ac- 
cepted in plainASCII, Word for Windows, or WordPerfect 
format. Material may also be submitted as hardcopy. 


All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced 
for noncommercial use provided such use credits both 
the MDARC Carrier and the author of the article. Copy- 
righted material without accompanying written permis- 
sion to republish will not be accepted. 


The opinions expressed in the Carrier are soley those of 
the editor or other contributors and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either the Board of Directors or 
membership of MDARC. 


Club Officers 


President 


Larry Gansz, KB2GV (510) 376-4006 


Vice President 


John Stuart, KM6QX (510) 283-2797 


Secretary 
Richard Shappe, WASHQJ = (510) 682-1644 


Treasurer 


Rodney Raines, KE6QYK = (510) 689-1634 


Membership Chairman 


Dick Schulze, AA6DL (510) 935-5000 


Emergency Coordinator 


Sam Lipson, KO6JR (510) 229-5705 


Directors 
Tom Seabury, KC6SYG 
Ray Gaschk, KD6BLS 


(510) 837-4433 
(510) 933-3242 


Carrier Editor 
Jerry Gardner, NJ6A 
2236 Tahiti Drive 
San Ramon, CA 94583 


(510) 735-7325 


Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 
Chairman 
Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 


(510) 432-3220 


Technical Chairman 
John Hendrickson, WA6LKP 


RRRAG Repeaters 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

224.780/- (077PL) 

441.325/+ (100 PL) 

ATV: Input 1253.250 Output 427.250 (Cable Ch 58) 
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Gold MDARC Jackets 


There are many new members in the MDARC who have not had an 
opportunity to purchase a Gold Jacket with the two (2) club logos on them. 
Now is that chance. The jackets are excellent identification for you when 
helping in emergencies with the Police, Fire Dept., Hospital, RACES, or 
ARES, and for community activities such as parades, bike races, etc., or 
just in club events. 


The lined Gold Jackets cost: (minimum order of 12) 


Small, Medium, Large, and Extra Large........ $21.65 
BAF SII veg rei ta caicstatonnin Pinencexesncinesninsesvasteatievoow $23.85 
SE EME contiancessegemnasratnhastngoneniigereves $26.00 


To assist in their purchase, please take a letter envelope and: 

(1) Write your name, address, and call sign on the front, 

(2) Write the size jacket you want, (try on a friends to get your size correct), 
(3) Place a check or cash into the envelope. (Check made to Andy’s Tee 
Shirts). The close-out date for jackets will be the February 16, 1996 
MDARC meeting. Jackets will be ready by the following meeting (March 
15) 

(4) Give or mail your envelope to: 

James Whitely, W6LTI 

3843 Concord Blvd. 

Concord, CA 94519 


MDARC General Membership Meeting 
November 17, 1995 


The meeting was called to order by President Larry, KB2GY, at 8:00 pm. He 
announced that the program for the evening would concern our plans for a club 
BBS. He asked that members be sure to place their ballots for new officers in the 
ballot box. Secretary Richard asked that when counting the vote that the rules on 
the ballot form be reconsidered as to what constituted invalidating a ballot. It was 
agreed that so long as the intent of the voter could be understood, all ballots would 
be accepted. 

President Larry introduced visitor, new members and new hams as well as those 
who had upgraded their license. Minutes of the past meeting as published in the 
CARRIER were accepted as written. 

A discussion was held concerning the club’s communication trailer. President 
Larry asked for club members’ suggestions before we dispose of the trailer. Mem- 
ber Paul, KC6TZU, asked for authorization to spend up to $200 to advertise it in all 
local papers. By a show of hands this motion failed. Possible sponsors for the 
trailer still being explored are the Martinez Police Department and the Salvation 
Army. 

RRRG Chairman Jim, KC6SOE, reported that at the recent meeting Dick, KT6X 
and JC, KC6EIJ, were elected Directors, Paul, KC6TZU, was elected Secretary, 
Stan, WU6P, was elected Treasurer and Jim, KC6SOE, was elected to a second 


_ term as Chairman. It was pointed out that outgoing treasurer Norma, N6OEJZ, had 


served in that capacity for 16 years. A round of applause followed. 

Treasurer Rod, KE6QYK, reported that we had $14,188.93 in all accounts and 
that financial statements were available at the back of the room for inspection by 
members. 

Club EC Sam, KO6JR, advised that at the VE session 12 elements had been 
given and that there were 4 upgrades and | new license granted. Exams will not be 
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given at the next club meeting as that will be 
the Christmas party. Education Chairman 
Jim, WB6LQG, reported that classes have 
gone well and that 17 attendees were sched- 
uled to take exams the following day. The 
next classes are scheduled to start Tuesday, 
February 6, 1996 from 7 to 9. Jim’s dedica- 
tion and the attention of Laura, KE6ETX, in 
insuring the accuracy of the paperwork sub- 
mitted was acknowledged by applause. 
Social Chairperson Joyce, KD6PNO, re- 
minded the membership of the Christmas 
party planned for December 13. The social 
hour will begin at 6:30, dinner will be at 7:30, 
and Santa is expected around 8:00 pm. She 
advised that reservation forms were avail- 
able at the rear of the room and that the cut 
otf date for reservations was the Friday pre- 
ceding the party, 8 December. She went on 
to say that the committee was looking for 
someone to take over the soda pop and 
doughnut job as George, WB6OFH, was re- 
signing that position after 6 years. She also 
said that the committee was looking for ideas 
for the coming year and wanted to know 
what the club members would like to do. 


Membership Chairman Dick, AA6DL, 
reported that we had 675 members. He said 
that a free RRRG membership would be 
given to one of the first 100 renewing their 
membership in MDARC for 1996. 

President Larry, KB2GV, advised that the 
Visions and Planning committee had held 4 
meeting so far and had two more scheduled 
on December | and December 8. AIl club 
members are welcome to attend and contrib- 
ute. Contact Vicki, N6KLS, for information. 
He also announced that the next Board of 
Director’s meeting would be held the fol- 
lowing Monday at the home of Secretary 
Richard, WASHQJ. Members are always 
welcome. 


Ray Gaschk, KC6BLS, reported that we 
had received the ARRL manuals that we will 
donate to schools and libraries. President 
Larry reported that we had sent our planned 
donation of $200.00 to the Mt. Diablo Inter- 
pretive Society. He also displayed the Spe- 
cial Services Club award received for the 
ARRL. 


President Larry, KB2GV, expressed his 
and the Club’s sympathy for the family of 
member Mark Niles, KD6DMD who became 
a silent key. 

A lengthy discussion took place concern- 
ing the possibility of the club making a con- 
tribution to AMSAT. The urgency in the 
matter was that the Hoover Foundation has 
offered matching funds for contributions 
made by the end of the year. AMSAT needs 
about $200K more to insure that the invest- 
ment made to date ($800K) will be protected 
and that a satellite will be put into orbit. A 
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motion was made and amended several 
times, resulting in the wish of the member- 
ship. The motion was made and seconded 
that “the Board of Directors, at its discre- 
tion, may or may not approve the expendi- 
ture of $500 toward AMSAT Phase 3d with- 
out any additional vote of the membership 
being required”. The motion passed. 

The results of the vote for officers was 
announced: 


President Larry Gansz, KB2GV 
VP Ignacio Huerta, AC6NY 
Secretary Bruce Croskey, AHOU 
Treasurer Greg Estep, KE6TVA 
EC Sam Lipson, KO6JR 
Director Paul Dickey, N6JOX 


The program for the evening concerned 
use of a virtually no cost BBS that the club 
could use. 

The meeting adjourned at about 10:15 
pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Richard M. Shappee, WASHQJ 
Secretary, MDARC 


Minutes of Board of 


Director’s Meeting 
2 November 1995 


A special meeting of the Board of 
Director’s was held to review possible ac- 
tions related to the club’s 1994 federal tax 
return. The return had been rejected for some 
missing information and there was a possi- 
bility that the club would be liable for pen- 
alty charges. The matter was clarified by 
President Larry, KB2GV, prior to the meet- 
ing by a telephone call to the IRS. They 
agreed that they had received all of the in- 
formation they needed and that we would 
receive a letter in the next three weeks or so 
to that effect and clarifying that we were not 
delinquent in furnishing them information 
and that there was no tax consequence to us. 

During the discussion of tax returns and 
general keeping of the club’s books, it was 
suggested that the term of the treasurer might 
be revised so that he would be in office at 
the time a tax return was submitted. An al- 
ternative proposal was that we generate a pro- 
cedure so that the records of the club and its 
committees (Rocky Ridge and Pacificon) 
might be consistently kept, thus avoiding 
confusion at tax time. Treasurer Rod, 
KE6QY K, advised that there was a version 
of Quicken called Quicken Books that might 
be suitable so that there would be consis- 
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tency in financial records. The Board au- 
thorized the expenditure of $100 to buy the 
software and asked Treasurer Rod to prepare 
prototype inputs by the time of the next 
Board meeting. Rod said that he would try 
to do so. 

It was agreed that the next board meet- 
ing would be held on 20 November, 1995, 
with the meeting to be held at the home of 
Secretary Richard, WASHQJ. 

Vice President John, KM6QX, reported 
that there was some interest on the part of 
the Fire District to accept our trailer as a gift, 
with a suitable contractual agreement so that 
it would be available to the club. John had a 
draft of a proposal and planned to follow up. 

A discussion was held concerning the 
bylaws of the club and the recommendations 
of the nominating committee. It was the con- 
sensus of the group that some clean up was 
in order. It was agreed that a committee 
should be formed in January, to make 
monthly progress reports to the board with 
the intention that the work would be com- 
pleted by March, with the final proposed 
revisions ready for presentation to the mem- 
bership and vote in April. 

The Board discussed possible persons 
who might be candidates for awards at the 
Christmas party. Names were suggested and 
given to President Larry for his action. 

Treasurer Rod advised that we had a CD 
maturing. The board authorized him to roll 
over that portion not necessary for conduct 
of the club’s financial business. 

The meeting ended at about 10:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Richard M. 
Shappee, WASHQJ Secretary, MDARC 


Minutes of the MDARC 


Board of Directors 
November 20, 1995 


The meeting was called to order by Presi- 
dent Larry, KB2GV, at the home of Secre- 
tary Richard, WASHQJ. He advised that 
Nominating Committee member Don, 
NOSIA, had suggested to him that the com- 
mittee be kept in force all year so that their 
work could be spread out and a slate of of- 
ficer nominees be available at year end. He 
suggested that the committee should be com- 
prised of no more than 8 members. 

The minutes of the last regular and spe- 
cial meeting were approved after revision to 
show the year in question was 1994, not 
1993. RRRG Chairman Jim, KC6SOE, que- 
ried the board regarding bylaws for that 
group. It was agreed that the group should 
have operating rules instead 


Carrier 


The next meeting was set for Friday 15 
December at the home of Veep John, 
KM6QX at 7:30 PM. The financial posi- 
tion of the club was unchanged since the gen- 
eral meeting held the previous Friday. The 
Board accepted the written report of Trea- 
surer Rod, KE6QYK. He advised in his re- 
port that the proposed version of Quicken 
previously approved by the board was inap- 
propriate for what we wanted to do. He had 
instead procured a copy of Quicken 5 de- 
luxe. 


Membership Chairman Dick, AA6DL, 
advised that we had 677 members and that 
30 were paid up for 1996. A discussion fol- 
lowed concerning our practice of awarding 
a free RRRG membership by lottery to one 
of the first 100 to renew. No direction was 
given. 

Secretary Richard, WASHQJ, read a let- 
ter received from past Membership Chair- 
man George, KI6YK, in which he addressed 
the thinking around a phrase used on the 
membership renewal card. Richard also read 
an anonymous letter received by the Board 
concerning operating practices of a member. 
The board considered the lack of knowledge 
of the source as well as the need for action 
and decided that none was nec- 
essary. He also read a letter re- 
ceived concerning the location 
of some of the club’s assets. 
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would work through January with the new 
member handling the sodas and doughnuts 
for the meetings. 

Ray Gaschk, KD6BLS, advised that we 
had received 880 pound of ARRL manuals 
for distribution to schools and libraries. The 
Board applauded Ray for his resourcefulness 
in getting these manuals at half price and 
with the postage prepaid. Paul, KC6TZU, 
advised that he had worked with the Adult 
School system and made arrangements so 
that our announcement of ham classes would 
be better presented in their mailing. 

PACIFICON’95 Chairman Dick, KT6X, 
advised that because of the uncertainty of 
approval, he had caused all outstanding or- 
ders for t-shirts for PACIFICON to be can- 
celled. In the process, it was likely that or- 
ders for MDARC items were also cancelled. 
He advised that the convention profit would 
be about the same as last year; he expected 
that audit could be done in mid-December. 
He reported that the San Joaquin Section 
wanted to put on a convention in September 
and wanted our support. It was the recom- 
mendation of the Board than we not support 
a convention that would compete with ours. 
If it were to be held in April that would be 


> 12 STORE BUYING POWER! < 
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Social Chairperson Joyce, 
KD6PNO, reported briefly on 
the committee’s activities and 
confirmed that member Paul, 
KC6TZU, was making arrange- 
ments for reservation of 
Baldwin Park for next year’s 
picnic. The issue of the avail- 
ability of a piano for the Christ- 
mas party was clarified. The 
failure to have the reservation 
form in the CARRIER was 
briefly discussed as was the 
possibility of forming a phone 
tree to call members. No ac- 
tion was taken on this sugges- 
tion. Dick, AA6DL, advised he 
would help decide who on the 
Christmas party list were mem- 
bers and thus eligible for a ticket 
inthe drawing. He also said that 
he would put Christmas party 


Phone Hours: 


9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
Store Walk-In Hours: 
10:00 AM - 5:30 PM » Closed Sundays 


Call/Write tor your HAO Catalog! 


ANAMEIM, CA 9280" 
932 NK. Euclid St 
(714) $32-7373 
(800) 854-6046 


Kear Oisnzyland 


2492 W. Victory Bid 
(818) 842-1796 
(800) 854-6046 
Jor, KR6ZBI. Mar 


1-28) af 249 Ave rare 


5275 Kearry Villa Rd 


reservation forms in the mail- (880) 854-6086 
ing of renewal forms planned a 
for the first of the month. Paul, Sian toe 1 
KC6TZU, said that the restau- at 48400 


Pa 
KOM HAMRAOIO CCM 


Lawrence Expwy 
So trom Hyry. 101 


rant could handle notification of 
the number of attendees as late 
as two days before the party. 
Committee member George, 
WB6OFH, advised that he 


1£N9 N. Dupont rbay. 
(302) 322-7092 
(800) 644-4476 
Jorn, RIF, Mgr 


A713 V4 mw So. 1-295 

AZ.CA CO. GA VA residents add sates tax 
Pres. specications, ceserctions. subject 
fo change without notice. 


(408) 736-9496 
(800) 854-6046 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 
(800) 854-6046 


Janet, WATWWB. My: 


BURBANK. CA 91506 


SAM DIEGO. CA 92122 


WEW CASTLE. DE 19720 


Ea he 
4% 


| 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 


Dual Banc 
200 Mams. Clonabie 
Qual Rx. (VAY of U/U) 
Built-in CTCSS 
Auto-Dialer memories 
Channe! Scope 
4 Sw w/opticnal cattery 
CALL NOW FOR 
LOW INTRO PRICE! 


WYAESU 


PORTLAND, DA 97223 
1°705 S.W Pacific riwy. 
(501) £35-0855 

(800) 854-6046 
Ean KE7OA. Mor. 

* gara-SOW ext 

frum Moy. 5 & 217 


ese es 

SE Bunt-in VOX & CTCSS 
Auto tone searcn 
Built-in clock 

DENVER. CO $0231 

RICO E NM Ave, #9 wae 

(303) 745-7373 

(800) 444-0476 KENWOOD 

Joe, KUSGA. Mgr. 

pateunt: az ankis TS - 50S/TS - 60S 

1702 W Camatoack Rd 

1592) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary. WB7SLY War. 

Cast of H girway 17 


2M/400HT 


15-60 - World's smallest HF Transceiver 
1NOW oul. (GOW TS-605. SOmxHz onty) 
SSB. CW, AM. FM 
12V Gen. Cov. AX. 6.4 Ibs., 7.16 x 2449.32" 
105db dynamic range, 100 Mams 


ATLANTA, GA ‘#1549 
6971 Buford H ohway 
(494) 262-0790 

(800) 444-7927 

danin. KBANUC. Moe 
a= 4 aes 285 Opt. exL ant. tuners available (TS-50S only) 

CALL NOW FOR OUR LOW PRICING! 
WOODBRIDGE. VA 22191 ° 
Washington DC. area Icom ICOM 
14500 Rusid Arrenea Ot 
(793) 642 1083 

(800) 444-4799 
Jerry, WA2VGY. Mgr 

Fut 161 +95 So toUS1 


HF/VHF Transcewver 
SALEM, NH 09079 

Boston. MA ates 

374M. brcudwey 

(603) 598-3750 

(800) 444-0047 

Chuck, KM ANZ Myr. 
CLWSYHAMRADIO.COM 


100W 6 Meters 
10W 2 Meters 
Call For Introductory Pricing! 
has not bees approved dy Whe Federal Comm wrx atone Comnest 


on 
The dence i pol and may rot be, sered for sate or femse. oF std OF leaned sora the 
approsal of Ma FCC hes bere ebtaines 


100W 160-10 Mirs » 10W 6M, Gencov. Ax 
Fuil QSK, 100 Mems. * Compact. Remotable 
Dual VFO, 12V0C + 6.2 bs. 


WYAESU 


100W HF Gen. Cov. Transceiver 
ODS.OSK * 500Hz CW Filler Inctuded 


CALL FOR OUR LOW PRICE! 


KENWOOD 


TH-79A(D) 


2. 7W 2M. 2W 440 
SW Optional 
OTSS Built-in 


Suik-in CTICSS Enc /Doc. 
User-Frienchy Menu Sys 
CALL NOW FOR 
INTRO SPECIAL! 


IC - 775/DSP* 


nF Transceiver 


100W HF 200W HF Transceiver * 101 memories 
DSP built-in « Digital noise reduction 
Digital automatic notch * Digital LPF and HPF 
QSK. Digital CW filter » Built-in AC supply 
Twin PBT * Dual watch 
Call Now For The Uitimate Radio! 


Page 4 


another matter. 

A motion was made concerning sponsor- 
ship of PACIFICON’96. It was seconded 
and passed by the Board. A discussion was 
held concerning possible candidates for 
chairman; no action was taken. 

Dick expressed concern about the 
Board’s action concerning accounting soft- 
ware and that a special meeting of the Board 
was held. He also was disappointed in how 
much time had been made available for the 
speaker at the previous general meeting. He 
asked for the board’s approval to pay 
$100.00 for the projector used at the meet- 
ing to display data from a Macintosh com- 
puter. The motion was made, seconded and 
approved. 

President Larry said that the use of the 
new software would likely be deferred until 
the new treasurer was in place. 


A discussion was held concerning our 
support of AMSAT Phase 3d and the mo- 
tion approved at the general meeting. Sec- 
retary Richard, WASHQJ, reminded the 
Board that we will be significantly 
underspent in our capital plans at year end 
and the we could easily accommodate an 
investment in 3d. The Board approved the 
expenditure of $500 with the 
suggestion that we consider 
addition expenditure early 
in the next year. 

John KM6QxX, reported 
that he had been unsuccess- 
ful in getting the Fire Dis- 
trict to agree to ownership 
of our communications 
trailer. Other possibilities of 
sponsorship include the 
Martinez Police Depart- 
ment, Chevron, and the Sal- 
vation Army. Secretary Ri- 
chard WA5HQJ, asked how 
REACT groups are able to 
solve their similar problem 
concerning insurance. 
John, KM6QxX, said he 
would investigate this angle. 
Member Paul, KC6TZU, 
suggested that we put the 
trailer on a consignment lot 
and expend $200.00 to ad- 
vertise itin local papers. No 
action was taken on these 
two suggestions 

The awards to be given 
at the Christmas party were 
discussed and recipients 
agreed upon. The sugges- 
tion was made that we have 
another award in the future 
for Lifetime Achievement. 
Enough of the RRRG steer- 
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ing committee was present and they held a brief meeting and voted 
to contribute up to $100.00 toward the procurement of awards. 

The meeting adjourned at about 10:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard M. Shappee, WASHQJ, Secretary 


In Transition 
RRRG OFFICERS MEET TO PLAN, 


PASS BATONS 


New and old officers of the Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 
met on November 29 at Concord’s Baker’s Square to begin 
planning the operation of the group for 1996 and to pass ba- 
tons. Meeting were Jim Tittle, chairman of the RRRG, JC 
Smith and Dick Brown, both directors, Norma Davis, outgo- 
ing treasurer and Stan Christian who is taking the reins from 
her and Paul Girard, incoming secretary. His counterpart, 
Richard Shappee did not attend. Also absent were Larry 
Gansz and Sam Lipson. Jay Caldis, trustee of the W6CX 
callsign was also at the meeting. 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 


Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WS5YI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 


Butternut Antennas 
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TECHNICAL MEETING CALLED 


At the outset, it was agreed that a meeting of a group 
interested in maintaining the repeaters on Mt. Diablo and on 
Rocky Ridge needs to be called the first part of January. The 
position of technical chairman was left in tact at the election 
meeting in order to more clearly define the responsibility for 
repeater maintenance and to lay groundwork that will result 
in formation of a group of technically qualified club mem- 
bers who can and will maintain the equipment. 

Dick Brown, KT6X, will chair the initial meeting of the 
group (see announcement elsewhere) which could lead to a 
whole new methodology for repeater maintenance. “How 
the group wants to work this out, and how they define pa- 
rameters for maintenance remains to be seen,” Brown said. 
Members of the technical committee should be those who 
possess skill, knowledge and availability to work on the ma- 
chines, it was agreed by those present. 


The meeting of the technical group will be held at 7:30 
p.m. January 17 at Baker’s Square on Willow Pass Road op- 
posite Park ‘N Shop. A list of about 10 members to be spe- 
cifically invited to attend has been formulated, but members 
of RRRG who are interested in repeater maintenance are wel- 
come to attend, Brown said. 


| THE BASE STATION | 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MF] Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


Antenna Masts Copper Wire Code+Theory Software HT Antennas 
Guy Wire Baluns SWR Meters Scanner Books 
Mast Bases Magnetic Ant Bases Ground Rods Scanner Antennas 


Coax Patch Cords 

Mic Plugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and “‘N” 
Headphones 


Radio Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 


Trunk mounts 
Ball Mounts 
Gutter Mounts 
Code Oscillators 


Wire Clamps 
Egg Insulators 


Dog Bone Insulators 


Center Insulators 


Operating Manuals 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(510) 685-7388 
Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 
In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 
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Specifically invited to attend the 
technical meeting are: Jack Beck, 
Dick Fletcher, Keith Lattin, Jim 
Tittle, Paul Parker, Jay Caldis, John 
Hendrickson, Barry Winkler, Rich- 
ard Shappee and Dick Brown. 

Brown said “There are many quali- 
fied members of both the RRRG and 
MDARC who should be 

interested in the maintenance of the 
repeaters. We would welcome the op- 
portunity to talk with them at the meet- 
ing. and hear their ideas too.” 


REPEATERS FAIL 
With respect to the repeaters, Tittle 
noted that a power supply has failed on 
the equipment and all three repeaters 
were brought down as a result. The 2 
meter and 220 machines are back on 
the air at “near full power’, but the 440 
machine is operating on a curtailed out- 
put. Repairs are being undertaken. 
Discussed at the meeting briefly was 
the possibility of installing a voting 
machine on Rocky Ridge or Grizzly 
Peak that might improve signal strength 
to areas now in the “shadow” of the Mt. 
Diablo antenna tower. Earlier discus- 
sions of this prospect were set aside un- 
til the controller issue was settled. The 
matter will likely become an agenda 
item at a later date for the technical 
committee with a possible goal of an 
installation in late 1996 or early 1997. 
Jay Caldis noted that a modem with 
at least 2400 baud is needed for the con- 
troller. One is likely to be donated to 
the group before the next meeting. 
Tittle said that the PL “reed” which 
was supposed to have been installed 
about a month ago still has not been 
put in because Lattin has been “busier 
than a bird dog.” 


MORE MEETINGS SCHEDULED 


Dick Brown brought to issue the 
number of meetings that ought to be 
held for the Steering Committee, and 
how the Steering Committee should be 
operating for the betterment of the 
RRRG. He suggested that all meetings 
of the Steering Committee and the bi- 
monthly meetings be guided by an 
agenda that will include a clear plan of 
attack on all subjects coming before the 
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committee, and that the agenda contain 
a review of all outstanding projects. 

This will assure that projects “don’t 
fall between the cracks” and that 
projects don’t slip and never receive a 
“completed” stamp. It was also decided 
that the RRRG Steering Committee will 
meet monthly on the Second Wednes- 
day of every month, beginning in Janu- 
ary. Meetings will be held at Baker’s 
Square beginning at 7:30 p.m. All 
RRRG members are invited to attend 
to give input or just to satisfy curiosity 
on the functioning of the RRRG. 


BALANCE SHEET REQUIRED 

It was also decided that a full bal- 
ance sheet will be prepared for the 
RRRG and that the group income and 
liability statements would become part 
of the MDARC accounting for ease in 
preparing required IRS and other gov- 
ernmental reports. Stan Christian em- 
phasized that the balance sheet is “a 
must” to satisfy the IRS. He also said 
that henceforth any donation to the 
RRRG must be accompanied by a state- 
ment of donation indicating the item 
and value. 

Christian will also receive by Janu- 
ary 1 acomplete list of equipment thus 
far inventoried and labeled by Tittle 
and/or others. Tittle said the inventory 
is about one-third completed. 

A discussion took place about the 
possibility of putting into place a full- 
time nominating committee to report 
in October with balloting in Novem- 
ber. Caldis said he did not believe it 
was necessary, and also said he did not 
believe that those who were not present 
should be allowed a vote. His senti- 
ments were echoed by newly elected 
director JC Smith. 

Submitted, 

Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 

Secretary-elect 


Attention Youth 


Operators! 
by Jeff Burke, KE6 YAW 


I’d like to introduce myself to all the 
MDARC members who don’t know me. 
My name is Jeff Burke, KE6YAW. On 
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Thursday nights I run the Youth Net. It’s 
been kind of hard lately, ve only had 
24 people check into my net since it 
started. Every Thursday night about 
three to four people check in to my net, 
so I’m asking for your assistance to help 
me build up my net so we can do fun 
things like “T” hunts or help the youth 
with their homework, or to help them 
upgrade their license. I’ve been doing 
everything I can. I’ve wrote letters to 
some of the hamsters already, so I'd re- 
ally appreciate it if you spread the word 
about the net!! 


From the Editor’s Desk 


Can you believe it’s the end of the 
year already? I can’t. It seems like the 
years keep getting shorter and shorter 
as I get older and older. 

This is my fourth installment as Car- 
rier Editor. As always, I started working 
on the Carrier thinking I’d never have 
enough material to fill the minimum four 
pages, but it always winds up filling at 
least ten! Not that I’m complaining, of 
course! The bigger the better. Once — 
again, I’d like to appeal to the member- 
ship for articles and other material. I'd 
especially like to see good technical ar- 
ticles, such as those recently contributed 
by JC Smith. Otherwise, your Carrier 
will continue to be filled mostly with 
meeting minutes and announcements. 

The DX Corner column will return 
next month. I was running short of space 
this month and would much rather make 
room by leaving out my column than 
something contributed by another mem- 
ber. 

The end of November marked a per- 
sonal milestone for me—I’ve been a 
ham now for 15 years. I still remember 
vividly that crisp fall day in November 
1980 when my first ticket arrived in the 
mail. I was a student at U.C. Berkeley 
at the time, still living at home with my 
parents in Hayward. I’d taken, and 
passed, the test a month earlier—in those 
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days the exams were still administered 
by the FCC at the Customs House in San 
Francisco. The waiting seemed intermi- 
nable, but doesn’t it always? I'd just 
about given up, when one day [| arrived 
home from school and, what do you 
know, there it was! On the outside the 
envelope seemed inconsequential, al- 
most like another piece of junk mail, but 
I new better. I tore the envelope open 
with bated breath, and was shocked to 
find the FCC was once again issuing 
1x3 callsigns. I’d felt sure I’d get some- 
thing starting with WD6. 

Another memorable moment, 
equally as exciting as getting the license 
in the mail, was my first contact. It was 
on 15M CW at the UC club station, 
WO6BB, with one of those oh-so-numer- 
ous JA stations in Japan. Not rare DX 
by any stretch of the imagination, but 
it seemed almost magical to me at the 
time. I felt so good that burning out the 
rotator controller during that first oper- 
ating session seemed inconsequential. 

One thing led to another, and three 
weeks after receiving my first ticket, I 
was back at the Customs House to take 
the advanced class test. I must have been 
a glutton for punishment, because a few 
weeks after that I was back again for the 
extra. 

I’ ve had my periods of inactivity over 
the years, sometimes for years at a time, 
but amateur radio is a hobby that I al- 
ways come back to. Sometimes I can’t 
always identify what pulls me back into 
the fold, but the pull is always there. 

As 1995 draws to a close, I'd like to 
take this opportunity to wish each and 
every one of you a safe and happy holi- 
day season and best wishes for 1996. 
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RRRG General Meeting Minutes 
11/15/95 


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jim Tittle, KC6SOE, at 7:30 PM. 

The minutes from the previous general meeting were approved as published in 
the Carrier with the following addition and correction: 

- Paul Girard, KC6TZU, appointment as chair for the nominating commit- 
tee was overlooked. 
- The two meter repeater was “down”, Not “done” 

The treasurer gave a brief report on the status of the accounts. The balance in the 
checkbook is $7250.49. A motion was m/s/p to give our outgoing Treasurer, Norma 
Davis a lifetime membership to RRRG because of her outstanding service for the 
past 17 years. 

Jay indicated that new firmware had been installed in the controller and that 
some of the telephone numbers may have been put in in error. Call Jay Caldis if you 
experience any problems. 

Keith Lattin, N6PMF, reported that the Mt. Diablo ATV antenna pattern has been 
changed to provide a P-5 picture to Mt. Oso. It was done at a cost of less than the 
planned budget of $250. 

Larry Gansz, KB2GYV, said a draft vision statement will be available at the Friday 
general meeting of MDARC. He encouraged everyone to take an active roll in the 
Vision 2000 committee. The next meeting will be the first Friday in December at 
1850 Gateway Blvd at 7:30. All attendees must arrive at the same time to be admit- 
ted since the building is a secure facility. 

Sam Lipson reported the RACES Training is scheduled for 9 December at City 
Hall. 

The next Repeater Group Steering Committee is Wednesday January 10,1995 at 
Bakers Square Restaurant. 

The Doppler direction finding hardware is in the final fabrication phase. 

Keith reported that the 2 meter reed filter will be installed Friday. 

It was reported that Tim Kirkpatrick’s (KD6AKU) 9600 baud packet system will 
be installed on Rocky Ridge for a trial run Saturday. It is expected to be replaced 
with a permanent system some time next year after the testing is complete. 

The digital voice recorder approve for purchase at the last meeting is not avail- 
able from the manufacturer at this time. It is not expected to be made available until 
early in 1996. 

It was reported the 440 repeater is experiencing interference. Jim Tittle, KC6SOE, 
indicated that he understood that it was caused by the Pave-paus, over the horizon 
radar, operated by the Air Force. 

There was a brief discussion of the on-going and unstarted projects. Jim, KC6SOE, 
indicated that the total committed dollars is approximately $2600. 

Paul Girard reported on the results of his Nominating Committee. The following 
were the nominees: 


Charnes. fc Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 
Treseerer ..........c. o.oo Stan Christian, WU6P 
NICE OALY i. cartigtearcatues~s> Paul Girard, KC6TZU 


Director at Large ........ Dick Brown, KT6X 
Director at Large ........ J C Smith, KC6ETJ 


No nominations were received from the floor. A motion was m/s/p to elect the 
new officers by acclamation. 


It was reported that the Steering Committee has suggested that there would not 


Continued on page 10 
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Letters to the Editor 


ANDY, YA GOTTA HAVE GUTS 
TO BE BRAVE 


Recently one of our ‘brave’ members 
took umbrage at another member and 
the manner in which conversation was 
taking place on a club repeater. It 
prompted the ‘brave’ one to take pen in 
hand and cast aspersions wide and far 
to the president of the club and the to 
the chairman of the repeater group and 
those in between. 

Being a responsible club member is 
one thing, but to spread what amounts 
to rumor about another club member 
without benefit of a signature on the let- 
ter is, in the opinion of this writer, an 
act of cowardice. It is tantamount to 
hiding behind the shield of the anony- 
mous. 

It is easy to get me peeved, and I am 
first to admit that one of my first incli- 
nations is to take pen in hand and vent 
my frustrations. Butalways (following 
the Always and Never rule) my true 
name and call sign are penned as the fi- 
nal stamp of disdain. 

The recent letter maligned a fellow 
club member who actually had done 
nothing maliciously wrong, yet the let- 
ter writer would have scalp and micro- 
phone in hand given the opportunity. 

Not signing the letter was cowardly, 
but perhaps even more scurrilous was 
that the letter was circulated among club 
officers and discussed at the Board of 
Directors meeting, and not one at- 
tempted to put a stop to it, or label the 
sender as cowardly. 

If you are not willing to stand up and 
be counted on issues, then perhaps it is 
best to hold your tongue, your pen or 
computer. 

That’s how I see it. I encourage you 
to share your viewpoint. 

—Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


TRAILER SAGA COMES TO END 


The Board of Directors has agreed 
that a decision on the ultimate dispo- 
sition of the club’s ill-conceived “‘com- 
munications trailer” will be made at 
the next meeting of the Board. 

The decision to finally come to a 
resolution on the disposition of the 
$5,100 Wells Cargo trailer was made at 
the November 20th meeting after a re- 
port from Vice President John Stuart. He 
said that a proposal to “give” the trailer 
to the Contra Costa Consolidated Fire 
Protection District with the caveat that 
the club could use the trailer virtually at 
will was rejected by Con Fire. 


At the November general member- 
ship meeting a straw vote indicated that 
the members were about evenly split on 
selling the trailer for the highest and best 
offer prior to December 31 or giving it 
away to a charity. 


The entire dilemma began when the 
trailer was bought before determining 
the cost and availability of public liabil- 
ity and property damage insurance. 


It turns out that under the club policy 
the insurance is not available at any price 
for a “vehicle” which is how insurance 
companies categorize trailers, with or 


without motors. As long as they have a 


DMV license, they are “vehicles” and 
excluded under provision of the club 
public liability policy. Thoughts of tak- 
ing the insurance problem to Lloyds of 
London don’t work because Lloyds is a 
“reinsurer.” The cost of a specially writ- 
ten policy is higher than we can afford 
or think about. 

A “give-away” to the Red Cross and 
the SalvationArmy was rejected because 
of the “string” that attached allowing the 
club to use the equipment. Major 
Charles Strickland, commandant of the 
Salvation Army’s Sacramento Division, 
said “When we accept a gift it must be 
free and clear of any conditions. Sim- 
ply put, if we want to take the asset and 
convert it to dollars, we must have that 
immediate availability,’ he explained. 


“There are times when cash is much 
more important than a physical asset,” 
he said. 

This is the third time in the 49-year 
history of the club that a “vehicle” has 
become a “dry hole” for club funds. The 
first such vehicle was a rattle-trap van 
which was driven in perhaps three pa- 
rades — uninsured. The second vehicle 
was another van, this time a diesel power 
step-side for which the club had “grande 
plans.” It too languishes as it awaits a 
tow to the junkyard. (It can be had by 
anyone willing to haul it off the prop- 
erty of Don Anthony, N6SIA). 

What finally becomes of “the trailer” 
is going to require the club to bite its 
collective lower lip, accept the loss, and 
go about its business — with the affir- 
mation never to buy another “vehicle” 
— ever. 

—Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


OUT OF SITE, NEVER OUT OF 
MIND 


The letters to the editor in October 
featured a note from George Jones, 
KI6YK, who demonstrated that just be- 
cause you cannot be with us every day, 
you can give MDARC some good ad- 
vice from time to time. I think it is won- 
derful that a ham that did so much for 
the club is still giving help even from a 
distance. Thanks George. 

—Dick, KT6X 
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NETS 


ZRRG Nets 
APRS Net Tuesdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 
Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Phone Net Thursdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 
Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Thursdays 2000 Hours 
Net Control: Mike Burke, KB6RMT 
Alternate: Don Smith, W6NKF 
outh Net Thursdays 1900 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 
Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6YAW 


ontra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net 
irst Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 
B.895 MHz. Net Control: Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


ontra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
hursdays, 1900 Hours 
entral County 145.680 Simplex 
Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
(510) 372-8248 
ast County 146.535 Simplex 
Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 
(510) 432-3220 
South County 146.355/+ (100 pl) 
Greg Nelson, WB6MBD 
(510) 933-5381 
est County 145.110/- 
Jim Parker, KD6JCT 
(510) 237-2777 
QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
eeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 


heriff’s Amateur Radio Communications Team 
lay Yale, N6YBQ 
510) 228-8223 


Continued from page 7 

be an immediate replacement for the Technical Chairman at 
this time. They wanted to take the time necessary to select a 
number of key personnel who had the skills to maintain the 
radio and controller equipment and form an official commit- 
tee that would define a process for maintaining the equipment 
on an on-going basis. 

There will be a transition meeting of the outgoing and 
incoming Steering Committee members on November 29 at 
Baker’s Square at 7:30. 

Dick Brown, KT6X, Director and acting Secretary 


MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


MDARC 1s pleased to welcome the following new 

members: 

BERNARD, Ronald, KD6TMP, Technician 
2266 Gladwin Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(510)-932-4022(h) 

CARPENTER, William A.(Bill), KE6WPK, Technician 
318 Deerpark Way, Oakley, CA 94561-3160 
(510)-625-4111(h) 

HARRIS, Pete, KE6ZIW, Technician 
570 Amber Lane, Martinez, CA 94553 
(510)-228-4503(h) 

LECK, Harris, VE6DK, Advanced 
2378 Hagen Oaks Dr., Alamo, CA 94507 
(510)-855-1749(h), (510)-842-3546 

MYOVICH, Dorothy L.(Loeta), KE6QPN, Technician 
1382 West Sth Street, Benicia, CA 94510 

MYOVICH, Mach L.(Mac), K6KAP, Extra 
1382 West Sth Street, Benicia, CA 94510 
(510)-534-5757(w), (510)-534-0729(fx) 

RICKETT, Alan, WD6FMT, Advanced 
48580 Spokane Road, Fremont, CA 94539 
(510)-656-8390(h), (415)-634-9000(w) 

SIMCOX, Anna, KE6WPL, Technician 
1521 Sunset Avenue, Chico, CA 95926 
(510)-342-8034(h) 

SIMCOX, John, SWL 
1521 Sunset Avenue, Chico, CA 95926 
(916)-342-8034(h) 

TOUTIJIAN, Mark K., KE6ZJC, Technician 
1587 Terry Lynn Lane, Concord, CA 94521-3160 
(510)-356-2774(w), (510)-356-2775(fx) 

WILSON, Steve, AC6DR, Extra 
351 Taurus Ave., Oakland, CA 94611 
(510)-654-8082(h) 

WOLSKE, Margie 
P. O. Box 2381, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-0081 
(510)-682-8036(h), (510)-680-4634(fx) 

WOLSKE, Stephen R. 

P. O. Box 2381, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-0081 
(510)-682-8036(h), (510)-680-4634(fx) 


Congratulations to the following on their upgrade and/or 
new call: 
Hal Engel, upgrade to Advanced with new call, KQ6BO. 
Lyle Van Norman, upgrade to Extra. 


Please note the following changes: 

New address and telephone, George P. Jones, KI6YK, 
1316 Hogback Road, Haiku, HI 96708, (808)-572-0710. 
New address and telephone, Lyle Van Norman, KB6DOW, 
P. O. Box 969 Oakley, CA 94561, (510)-625-2165(h & fx) 
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MDARC Christmas Party Dec 13 


